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historic cabin By Danielle Taylor

Historic Inspiration
The past comes to life at a Texas living history museum 
devoted to teaching visitors about the pioneer era with 
restored 19th century cabins from across the state.

F
or many log cabin dwellers (and dreamers), the 
idea for living in a log home starts with a story. 
Tales of Davy Crockett, Laura Ingalls Wilder, 
Daniel Boone and other pioneers lifted from 

the history books fascinate us in our fast-paced modern 
world, and they bring to mind a simpler time marked by self-
suffi ciency, determination and faith in the promises of the 
future. This historic reality clearly comes through at the Log 
Cabin Village in Fort Worth, Texas. From the moment visi-
tors walk onto the grounds, they are transported to a differ-

ent place and time and get a complete lesson on what life was 
like for the early Texas settlers who lived and worked in the 
historic buildings restored at the living history museum.

Back in the 1950s, members of the Pioneer Texas Heritage 
Committee and the Tarrant County Historical Society real-
ized that the once-omnipresent log cabins left over from the 
1800s were disappearing from the Texan landscape. As they 
came down, from age or weather, or to make way for more 
modern homes and buildings, a vital link to America’s past 
was destroyed as well, and the concerned historians dedicat-

With grindstones and mill-
ing equipment dating to the  

1860s, the Shaw gristmill still 
produces fresh Texas cornmeal 

exactly the way the pioneers 
made it 150 years ago.

ed themselves to making sure these important relics were not 
laid to waste. Through the 1950s and into the early 1960s, six 
mid-19th century log cabins from across the state were found 
and transported to Fort Worth, where they were painstak-
ingly restored. In 1966, the campus opened to the public, and 
the City of Fort Worth has operated it ever since.

Over the years, different artifacts have been incorpo-
rated into the cabins and workshops, and a variety of events 
have taken place, such as Dutch-oven cooking presentations, 
leather-crafting classes and 
hands-on daily chore dem-
onstrations, as well as play 
days where the staff and vol-
unteers bring out period-spe-
cifi c toys and engage young, 
bright-eyed visitors in a vari-
ety of games pioneer children played. No TVs, video games, 
iPods or technology of any sort are necessary to enthrall these 
youngsters—just some rolling hoops, Jacob’s Ladders, man-
cala boards and a set of jacks. And standing tall over all the 

The one-room, board-and-bat-
ten Marine schoolhouse served 

as Fort Worth’s only school 
through the 1880s before it 

was converted to a church and 
later a private home.
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visitors, tours and activities are 
the cabins themselves—living tes-
taments to the fact that, with care, 
log homes truly can withstand the 
test of time.

“By doing the activities that 
were done and by making mod-
ern-day comparisons, we’re show-
ing people who are so far separated 
from the past what life was like for 
these settlers,” says Kelli Pickard, 
director for the Log Cabin Village. 

Historians originally involved 
in the project and museum staff 
have conducted extensive research on the histories of these 
revered structures, and have uncovered signifi cant details on 
their construction and inhabitants over the years. In the case 
of the Seela cabin, now the hands-on learning center for the 
Log Cabin Village, historians found that the original owner 
consulted with the local Caddo American Indian tribe to 

learn where the fl oodplains were 
before building his house near the 
Brazos River. With the Foster cab-
in, a plantation home from Port 
Sullivan noted for its impressive 
size as well as its full second story, 
they learned that the home was 
constructed by slaves, and even 

tracked down the names, photos and partial histories of a few 
who were particularly cherished by the family.

The cabins themselves are made of oak, and occasionally 
some cedar, and they were chinked with whatever daubing 
material was available where and when the homes were built. 
(Bits of stone packed in with mud or straw was the fi ller of 

HISTORIC CABINS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

If you can’t wrangle a trip to Texas, consider visiting 
one of these historic cabins a little closer to home.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Home
Independence, Kansas

This replica “Little House on the Prairie” is just one of the many rec-
reations of the homes Laura lived in as her family moved from place 
to place around the Midwest. Volunteers built the cabin according 
to descriptions from her book, and visitors can discover many of the 
places she wrote about as well. Given the family’s constant reloca-
tion, similar recreated home sites exist in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, South Dakota and New York.

Davy Crockett Birthplace
Limestone, Tennessee

Tennessee commemorates its native “King of the Wild Frontier” with the 105-acre Davy Crockett 
Birthplace State Park, located at his birthplace alongside the Nolichucky River in Greene County. 
A replica cabin made of reclaimed logs believed to be from the original Crockett cabin sits on the 
site of the original, where the folk hero was born, and an engraved footstone that served as the 
front step for the Crocketts’ home can be found outside the front door. The park also features a 
museum with exhibits on the life of Davy Crockett and offers picnic facilities, a swimming pool, 
campsites and excellent fi shing opportunities. Coonskin cap optional.

Henry David Thoreau Cabin
Concord, Massachusetts

High school English isn’t complete without studying “Walden,” Henry David Thoreau’s transcen-
dentalist classic on self-discovery. His two years spent apart from society in a self-built 10-by-18-
foot cabin at Walden Pond provided the inspiration he needed to create his literary masterpiece. 
Although the original structure was accidentally dropped in a foundation hole and destroyed 
while it was being moved to a different location, an exact replica has been created and stands 
just off the parking lot at the Walden Pond State Reservation. Fun fact: According to “Walden,” 
Thoreau’s cabin cost just $28.12½ to build.

Daniel Boone Homestead
Birdsboro, Pennsylvania

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission pre-
served the homestead where the almost-mythical American 
frontiersman was born in a one-room, one-story log house, 
which Boone’s father built purposefully around a natural 
spring. This unusual but convenient feature cooled the root 
cellar and provided an easily accessible source of water for 
the house. A later owner expanded the building and demol-
ished the log section in favor of a two-story stone structure, 
but the original foundation and cellar remain.

TO
P 

TO
 B

O
TT

O
M

: K
ris

ta
 K

en
ne

dy
 p

ho
to

; T
en

ne
ss

ee
 S

ta
te

 P
ar

ks
 p

ho
to

; F
rie

nd
s 

of
 W

al
de

n 
Po

nd
 p

ho
to

; E
dw

ar
d 

Bu
ja

k 
ph

ot
o 

(P
at

rio
tD

ay
s.

or
g)

The 1860s-era Howard cabin recently 
underwent a full restoration to fi x 
weakened building materials and 
preserve the rare two-story log 
structure for future generations. 
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choice for many industrious pioneers.) As the cabins are ren-
ovated, builders are introducing Log Jam chinking—a mod-
ern product with excellent elasticity, adhesion and durabil-
ity properties that still retains the classic look of traditional 
mortar.

“Everything we’ve done is to give the experience a more 
authentic feel,” says Pickard. “The museum profession has 
embraced hands-on learning. And technology has changed—
we can use hidden track lighting instead of fl uorescent bulbs, 
which makes the visitor experience more immersive so they 
can feel like they’re experiencing what life was like.” 

And the public has been involved in almost every step of 
the changes the Log Cabin Village has undergone. Through 
the recent restoration of the Howard cabin, a two-story hand-
hewn log house from Hood County that developed a serious 
lean over the years, building crews specializing in restoring 
historic log structures kept the renovation site visible to the 
public as they worked, and staff members updated visitors 
through a restoration blog. “It was a huge outdoor exhibit and 
a good educational opportunity,” says Pickard. 

On an average day, visitors might get to speak with a 
blacksmith in action, gather artifi cial chicken eggs as a chore, 
or learn how to dip candles the old-fashioned way. And in do-
ing so, it becomes easier to imagine and feel a link to the past. 

Walking through the exhibits, seeing the original furniture 
and decorations in the historic homes and speaking with the 
staff and volunteers who are clearly passionate about their work 
may help you connect with the past as well. And maybe once 
you come back to the present, you’ll walk away with some re-
newed inspiration for a future cabin of your own. �

Perfectly designed 
for the Texas heat, 

the Parker cabin 
uses a “dogtrot,” 
or breezeway, to 
allow cool sum-

mer breezes into 
the home. Parker 
family heirlooms 

still adorn the 
interior.
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